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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Socio-Psychological Transformations within the Families of Martyred Scholars: A
Sociological Reading in the Construction of Community Resilience

Sara Khaleel Mohsen *

General Directorate of Education — Al-Qadisiyah- Iraq

ABSTRACT

This research examines the martyrdom of scholars in Iraq as a pivotal structural event reshaping
social relationships and psychological frameworks for families and society. Applying a sociological
approach, it posits that scholars represent cognitive, symbolic, and moral capital in the Iraqi collective
imagination; thus, their loss transcends physical absence to trigger complex dynamics of re-evaluating
meaning and status. The study analyzes martyrs' families amidst systematic targeting of intellects, revealing a
dialectic of loss where eroding household cognitive roles intersect with escalating social symbolic value. It
explores status shifts, expanding support networks, and emerging leadership roles, particularly for women,
alongside the transition of family identity toward a symbolic legacy. Psychologically, the research traces the
trajectory from trauma to meaning reconstruction, identifying resilience as a culturally and religiously
framed social practice. Finally, it establishes these sacrifices' role in forging a cross-generational collective
memory that restores national identity and social cohesion during crises.

Keywords: Social transformations; Psychological transformations; Social resilience; Martyred, scientists.
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