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Iranian Policy Toward the Republic of Georgia 1991-1997
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ABSTRACT
The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 gave rise to numerous newly independent republics, among them the South Caucasus

states: Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia. These republics hold significant political, economic, and geographical importance, which
has made them a focal point of interest and a field of competition for several major and regional powers. Because the Islamic Republic
of Iran is one of the neighboring states of the Caucasus region and a key party in the competition there, it has sought to preserve and
strengthen its power and security.

This study therefore sheds light on Iran’s foreign policy toward the Republic of Georgia, examining its significance and
objectives based on the logic, concepts, and circumstances of bilateral relations between the two countries, as well as the nature and
conditions of their regional and bilateral ties. The Iranian government has endeavored to build stable bilateral relations with the
Georgian government, despite facing numerous challenges that have given its policies multiple dimensions.

Although Iran’s foreign policy during the presidency of Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani adopted a new approach based on pragmatic
realism rather than ideology, and aspired to establish a specific dynamic toward Georgia characterized by deep relations and advanced
forms of cooperation, it nevertheless encountered regional and international obstacles that limited its possibilities and capacities.

Keywords: Iranian Foreign Policy, South Caucasus, Georgia, Hashemi Rafsanjani, Eduard Shevardnadze.
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