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The economic situation in Iraq, as seen through the eyes of Dutch traveler
Ainholt
Assist. L. Nour Al-Huda Chaseb Saleh
Basra Education Directorate
Summary

Travel books are important sources for the economic history of Iraq, as travelers
who visited Iraq showed great interest in recording what they saw and heard, to
the point that they drew paintings of some areas and urban scenes that interested
them, drew maps, and provided statistics Among those travelers was the
Dutchman, Tengku Martinus Leklama Einholt, who visited Iraq in the second
half of the 19th century. He was meticulous in his observations and recorded
important matters not found in other books, particularly regarding the economic
aspect. He was keenly observant, deeply cultured, and broad-minded. He visited
most regions of Irag and documented significant matters related to the history of
Irag in general and Baghdad in particular, with meticulous detail. His journey is
a record brimming with information and statistics, as he visited customs offices
and recorded all incoming and outgoing goods. His travels took place during a
pivotal period in Irag's history, two years after his journey in 1869, the reformer
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Midhat Pasha assumed the governorship of Baghdad. He was the architect of
major reform projects that transformed Irag's conditions, including the opening
of the Suez Canal, which shortened distances and strengthened relations
between Iraq and other countries through trade. He remained in Baghdad for
over six months, providing us with a detailed account of its economic conditions
during the period of prosperity and the years preceding it. This account was
based on his readings and observations of customs records and information
received from Swiss merchants. He offered a meticulous description of the
economic situation, from the decline of agriculture due to taxes to its subsequent
development, and the stages of industrial growth. He also enumerated numerous
factories and workshops in Baghdad, in addition to detailing trade transactions,
customs and local taxes, and trade caravan

Keywords: Einholt, journey, economic conditions, Dutch traveler, Orientalists
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