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Summary:

Despite the aristocratic character inherent in moral language, its linguistic
forms have been subjected to rigorous linguistic analysis. Philosophers of language,
across their diverse orientations, aim to analyze the moral discourse of both the
philosopher and the layperson to clarify its various usages. However, elucidating
such usage necessitated an investigation into its function. Philosophers of language
distinguished between two primary functions: the descriptive function and
the emotive function.

They maintained that the former was the prototypical function worthy of
philosophical inquiry, attempting to forcibly constrain all forms of linguistic
expression within the mold of the declarative statement. Their intent was to employ
language as a symbolic tool denoting the facts of the external world. Nevertheless,
these philosophers eventually recognized the plurality of linguistic applications;
hence, the emergence of emotive language, which encompasses imperatives,
prohibitions, and optatives—the category to which moral language belongs.
Consequently, a readiness emerged to evaluate all forms of discourse, provided that

terminology is not employed loosely .
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