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ABSTRACT

This research examines monasteries and temples in Southeast Asia as religious and cultural centers reflecting the
development of societies in that region, including

The Erdene Zuu monastery is one of the historical monasteries of Mongolia. The Erdene Zuu Monastery was

founded on the ruins of the ancient capital of Mongolia, Karakorum in 1586 and is located 380 km from Ulaanbaatar.

Preah Vihear Temple is one of the most prominent religious and historical landmarks in Southeast Asia. It is a
wonderful example of ancient Khmer architecture and represents an important axis in the history, politics and culture
between Cambodia and Thailand. Monasteries and temples were no longer just places of worship, but were active
elements in building civilization, which makes studying them essential for understanding the history of the region and
its civilizational development. The most important findings of the research were that the establishment of temples was
linked to overlapping religious and political factors, as they were used as religious centers and a symbol of the prestige
of the East Asian state and its regional influence. The issue of the temple revealed the importance of maps and
historical documents in determining regional sovereignty, and their influential role in border disputes between states.
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