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ABSTRACT

Political and administrative punishments constituted one of the most important tools employed by the Mamluk state to

maintain balance within the structure of governance, which was characterized by complexity and the multiplicity of
centers of power. Among these punishments, house arrest emerged as an effective means of controlling influential figures
without resorting to killing or direct imprisonment, especially within a political environment marked by frequent
conflicts and coups.
This measure arose in response to a number of motives and driving factors, most notably the desire to neutralize political
rivals among the emirs and senior commanders who posed a direct threat to the ruling authority, in addition to the
attempt to avoid provoking unrest or violent reactions that might result from harsh punishments. House arrest was also
used as a means of preserving the prestige of the state, as it enabled the sultan to impose control while maintaining an
appearance of tolerance or legitimacy
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