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Social Media Platforms and Their Impact on Media Security and Collective
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Summary:

This study aims to examine the impact of social media platforms on media
security and collective awareness among students of private universities in Baghdad,
taking Imam Al-Sadig, Al-Mustafa, and Sadr Al-Iraq universities as a model for
analysis. The research is grounded in the rapid transformations brought about by
communication technology in the twenty-first century, which have contributed to the
widespread use of social media platforms as influential tools in shaping public opinion
andintellectual orientations, particularly among university youth.

The study focuses on analyzing the nature of the increasing use of these platforms by
students and its implications for values, behaviors, and attitudes, as well as its role in
shaping collective awareness. It also addresses the challenges associated with weak
media security and the spread of unreliable information, and their impact on creating
intellectual and behavioral disturbances among students. Furthermore, the study
seeks to identify the main difficulties faced by this group in dealing with media
content and their ability to distinguish between accurate and misleading information.

The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of enhancing students” media
literacy through the development of educational and awareness programs that
contribute to building their critical thinking skills and strengthening media security.
This would help reduce the negative effects of harmful content and enhance their role

in forming a cohesive collective awareness based on reliable sources.
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