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Abstract

Civil liability for inherently hazardous medical products is one of the most
complex issues facing legal studies and literature. With vaccines, the matter
becomes even more delicate. A vaccine, intended to protect human health from
the dangers of diseases and health crises, may itself be the primary cause of
harm. This is especially true since, unlike other pharmaceutical products,
vaccines are primarily administered to healthy individuals. While the liability of
the vaccine manufacturer is established by certain criteria, another debate
arises: the extent to which vaccine manufacturers can be exempted from liability
for harm suffered by recipients due to certain factors that necessitate a re-
evaluation of this liability. Some of these factors can be found in the general
principles of civil liability, with some variations in their application, which we will
attempt to highlight in this research. Other reasons for exemption stem from the
unique nature of vaccines as medical products. Among the most important of
these reasons is the manufacturer's compliance with production standards and
instructions set by the authorities. Furthermore, there are other factors related
to the limitations of human knowledge regarding medical products, which we will
attempt to address through a comparative study of French and American law.
Opening remarks: Civil liability, vaccine, development risks, regulatory
compliance, foreign cause, comparative negligence.
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