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RESEARCH ARTICLE

The impact of political stability on the Iraqi social fabric between the events of
2003-2018
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ABSTRACT

Political thought has addressed political stability since ancient times, defining it as a condition of continuity
and regularity in the functioning of political institutions, based on legitimacy, respect for the rule of law, and a
high degree of public acceptance of the ruling system, ensuring continuity in political performance and
balanced state management. Intellectual literature has also explored political stability in terms of its causes and
consequences, as classical philosophers such as Socrates and Aristotle emphasized its necessity, while Aristotle
argued that inequality represents a major cause of political instability. In contrast, Marx viewed class strife as
unstable until economic and social differences were resolved. Unemployment affects many facets of public life,
making it one of the biggest economic and social issues of this era. Despite its significance, political stability
promotes security and development, but fear of the future, uncertainty, and instability foster extremism and
hardline discourse, encouraging extremist groups. The study concludes that adopting inclusive policies
strengthens stability within the political system and supports the peaceful management of conflicts by ensuring
that diverse voices are heard, represented, and respected in political life, while promoting social cohesion, trust,
dialogue, and cooperation peacefully.
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