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Technical and vocational education and its role in achieving
economic development: A field sociological study in Baghdad:
Vocational schools as a model
m.Iftikhar Abdul Razzaq Abdullah
University of Baghdad - College of Education for Women

iftikhar79@coeduw.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract

Vocational education is currently undergoing significant transformations due to
rapid technological advancements and the evolving demands of the labor market.
This field research aims to explore the realities of vocational education by
collecting direct data from the field, highlighting its importance, analyzing its
objectives, and addressing the challenges hindering its development. This research
aims to assess the actual impact of vocational education on economic development
by collecting field data from three main groups: vocational education graduates,
employers, and managers of vocational education institutions. The study sample
consisted of 150 participants, distributed as follows: 50 graduates of technical and
vocational education in Baghdad, 50 employers, and 50 trainers and managers of
specialized educational institutions. The researcher used statistical methods based
on frequencies and percentages to analyze the data. The results yielded significant
findings.

1. The research results showed a clear positive impact, as vocational education
contributed to reducing unemployment rates among graduates, raising their income
level, and bridging the skills gap in the labor market.

2. The research findings showed that investing in vocational education is not just

an option, but a strategic necessity to meet labor market challenges and achieve
sustainable development.

3. The research revealed significant challenges, most notably weak infrastructure
and curricula that fail to keep pace with technological advancements.

Keywords: (Technical and Vocational Education, Dual Training, Economic
Development).
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