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The relationship between form and meaning in Abu Tammam's poetry: an
analytical rhetorical study
Dhafaf Fahim Jafat Shanawa
Abstract
This study aims to explore the relationship between form and meaning in the
poetry of s si through a rhetorical and analytical approach that highlights the role
of linguistic structure in shaping poetic meaning. The study is based on the
assumption that the poet’s linguistic choices are not arbitrary but play a significant
role in directing and deepening meaning. The research adopts a descriptive-
analytical method by examining selected poetic texts, focusing on rhetorical
devices such as simile, metaphor, and metonymy and their contribution to meaning
construction. The findings reveal that Abu Tammam’s poetry is characterized by a
strong integration between form and meaning, where aesthetic value emerges from
the harmony between expressive structures and intellectual content, resulting in
rich semantic depth. The study recommends incorporating modern rhetorical
approaches in analyzing classical poetic texts to uncover their artistic and semantic
dimensions.
Keywords: form, meaning, rhetoric, literary analysis, Abu Tammam’s poetry
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