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Review Article
Shadow Victims: A Sociological Study of Latent Crimes Behind the Walls
of Social Silence During Wars
Dr. Hanaa Abdul Hameed Ibrahim

Middle Technical University

M

Gmail hanaa abdulhameed@mtu.edu.ig

Keywords: Shadow Victims, Armed Conflicts, Social Silence, Child Recruitment,
Social Protection
Summary:

This article presents a sociological critical review of the reality of child rights
violations in Iraq during armed conflicts, seeking to overcome the cognitive
deficiencies that characterized traditional approaches. The central problematic lies in
the dominance of a purely legalistic perspective that relies solely on international
conventions as shields of protection—a stance we consider in this article as a
disconnection from field reality. The article aims to establish an epistemological
break with studies that treat the child as a mere statistical figure or a criminal case,
offering instead the concept of Shadow Victims as a divergent explanatory
framework. This framework sheds light on the invisible category crushed by social
silence even before being crushed by war.

The review concludes that the solution does not lie in the accumulation of legal
texts, but in dismantling the sociological structures that legitimize violence and
impose stigma on victims. This necessitates a national strategy focused on
deconstructing the walls of societal rejection and redefining the concept of
integration, rather than merely activating legal texts that remain effectively dormant

on the ground.
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