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Japan's growing security role in the Indo-Pacific region: a study in the
context of countering Chinese expansion
Assist Lect. Doaa Dheyaa Ibrahim

College of Engineering -university Al-Nahrain
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Keywords:Indo-Pacific Region, Japan’s Indo-Pacific Strategy, Chinese Expansionism
Summary:

Japan has witnessed a radical shift in its security and defense policy,
gradually abandoning the principle of "exclusive defense” (which was restricting it
from not having offensive capabilities) towards adopting an active regional role to
confront what it describes as "unprecedented security challenges”, foremost of
which is China's maritime and military expansion in the East and South China Sea.
The success of this role depends on Tokyo's ability to balance strengthening military
deterrence, maintaining economic stability with China (its first trading partner), and

managing regional fears of Japan's remilitarism .
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