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The role of media as a national strategic axis in addressing social issues

Drug addiction as a case study
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Summary:

This research aims to investigate the effectiveness of the media’s role in
addressing social issues, focusing on the drug phenomenon in Iraq during the
current period. The study seeks to provide recent academic statistics, uncover
opportunities available to the Iraqi media, and offer future recommendations to
enhance this role. The research adopted the survey method as an accurate tool to
interpret the theoretical framework and analyze field data in an academic and
objective manner.

The study was applied to a random sample of the population in Baghdad, finalizing
at (157) individuals from various ages and social classes, during the field period from
November 2, 2025, to January 5, 2026. To achieve the study's objectives, the
researcher utilized a "questionnaire” as the primary data collection tool. It was
designed to encompass seven axes (one demographic axis and six specialized axes),
relying on the five-point Likert scale to ensure the accuracy and objectivity of the
quantitative results.

The research yielded several key findings: First, a shiftin the audience's consumption
pattern toward concise, scientific content instead of lengthy dramatic or talk-show
formats, reflecting growing cultural awareness. Second, results proved that media
reliance on solid scientific frameworks significantly reduces the likelihood of the
“rebound effect” or reverse impact, which might indirectly promote negative
behaviors. Furthermore, the findings emphasized that media coverage of the drug
crisis must encompass economic and technological dimensions rather than relying
solely on traditional awareness, ensuring a broader and more inevitable impact on

the audience.
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