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Abstract

Blocking the means is one of the precise principles of Islamic legal theory that
reveals the capacity of Sharia to regulate means before they turn into actual
harms. The juristic inquiry is not limited to the act in isolation from its
consequences; rather, it extends to its outcomes, modes of use, and degree of
conduciveness to prohibition. This principle becomes especially significant in
the digital environment, where technological tools are not always neutral, but
may function as rapidly spreading, far-reaching, anonymous, and socially
harmful means. This study, therefore, revisits the principle of blocking the
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means in light of contemporary digital issues without excessive restriction that
disables lawful benefits or excessive leniency that leaves pathways to harm open
under the pretext of original permissibility. The study examines three applied
cases: cyber extortion, digital betting, and the marketing of prohibited content. It
seeks to construct a disciplined legal-theoretical approach that distinguishes
between originally permissible means and prohibited means in view of their
consequences, while considering the higher objectives of Sharia, especially the
preservation of religion, life, intellect, honor, and wealth.
Keywords: Blocking the Means, Digital Environment; Cyber Extortion; Digital
Betting; Marketing Prohibited Content.
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