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RESEARCH ARTICLE
The concept of the circle in Mesopotamian civilization(2900-539B.C)
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“university of Baghdad/college / of Arts/ department of Archaeology
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ABSTRACT

The circle has many meanings in Mesopotamian civilisation, as revealed by cuneiform texts studied by researchers. Some of
these meanings are related to mathematics, which we will not address in this study as it is a specialised field that has been
extensively covered by many researchers. Geometric symbols in ancient Near Eastern civilisations were tools of knowledge and
ritual with deep religious and cosmic dimensions. They were not merely abstract shapes, but rather semantic carriers expressing
comprehensive conceptions of existence and the cosmic order. Among these symbols, the ‘magic circle’ stood out as a highly
meaningful geometric shape associated with concepts of protection, completeness and order. Within the Mesopotamian
civilisation, which flourished on the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and embraced the Sumerians, Akkadians,
Babylonians and Assyrians, the circle acquired a symbolic meaning connected with holiness, divine power and the subjugation of
the forces of chaos, within a cosmic vision that saw the world as an organised structure subject to the will of the gods. On a
practical ritual level, the ‘magic circle’ was associated with practices of protection and expulsion of evil entities. The priest would
draw a circle around the patient or around himself while performing incantations, to form a symbolic barrier that prevented
harmful forces from penetrating the sacred space. Cuneiform texts discovered in the library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh reveal
incantations that include the designation of a sacred space that must not be crossed, confirming the boundary function of the circle
as a symbolic separator between the profane and the sacred. Other concepts are related to magical and social issues and other
concepts that we will address in this research.
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