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Problems of Railway Transportation in Basra Governorate Year (2025)
A Study in Transport Geography
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Abstract

This study examines the problems of railway transport extending within the administrative boundaries of Basra
Governorate. These railways serve as a fundamental pillar of the infrastructure in the study area, due to their potential
to reduce transportation costs and reflect the developmental level of the governorate. This mode of transport is
distinguished from other land transport means by its safety and comfort. Moreover, railways have contributed to a
qualitative shift in the geographical constraints of projects, reducing time and distance. However, they suffer from
obstacles that have limited their role in transporting goods and passengers, particularly the issue of accidents, weak
infrastructure, encroachments by residents of informal settlements on the railway right-of-way, and other violations
that have reduced the efficiency of railway transport. The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach by
analyzing accident data, operational movement, and evaluating tracks, signals, and stations, in addition to relying on
official data issued by government agencies. The results revealed substantial obstacles that have negatively affected
transport volumes compared to designed capacities. The research further confirms that studying railway elements as
an integrated system is an essential prerequisite for developing the sector and ensuring its sustainability.

Keywords: : Train, railway transportation, station, carriages, railway accidents.
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