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Abstract:
The importance of studying the Umayyad role in confronting Fatimid influence lies
in its exploration of the nature of the political and military relations between the
two powers, and the methods the Umayyads employed to maintain the balance of
power in the western Islamic world. During the fourth century AH, the western
Islamic world witnessed a prominent political and intellectual struggle between the
Umayyad Caliphate in Andalusia and the Fatimid state in North Africa. Each
sought to consolidate its influence and establish its right to leadership and
legitimacy within the Islamic world. The Fatimid state emerged as a rising power,
adopting the Ismaili doctrine and basing its political project on its lineage to the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) , This gave it a religious dimension alongside its
expansionist ambitions, Conversely, the Umayyad state in Andalusia represented a
bastion of Sunni Islam and the heir to Umayyad political traditions, leading it to
view Fatimid expansion as a strategic challenge that threatened its security, status,
and the stability of its state, As the Fatimid influence expanded in the Maghreb and
they controlled a number of vital centers and maritime trade routes, the Umayyads
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became increasingly concerned about this influence spreading to areas near
Andalusia .
Keywords: anti-Fatimid policies, Fatimid, Morocco, Andalusia
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