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School rumors at the time of ministerial exams and the role of media
education in reducing them among sixth grade middle school students (a
community study)

Assistant Lecturer Layla Husan Wadi
General Directorate of Education of Dhi Qar
lailahassanwady@gmail.com
Abstract

This study investigates the pervasive phenomenon of school rumors during
national examinations among sixth-grade preparatory students in DhiQar Province,
Iraq, and evaluates the mitigating role of media literacy in curbing their spread.
Grounded in a descriptive-correlational design, the research surveyed 252 students
using two validated Likert-scale questionnaires27 items measuring media literacy
and 26 assessing rumor prevalencewith high reliability (Cronbach’s a = 0.892 and
0.867) and construct validity confirmed through expert review and the extreme
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groups method. Results reveal a relatively high average level of media literacy (M
= 3.90/5), particularly in ethical awareness (M = 4.01), yet a critical deficit in
critical thinking skills (M = 3.78), indicating a gap between knowledge and
application. Rumor prevalence was moderate to high (M = 3.68/5), with
psychological impact (M = 3.95) being the strongest driver, suggesting that fearnot
misinformationis the primary catalyst for rumor transmission. Crucially, a strong,
statistically significant negative correlation was found between media literacy and
rumor spread (r = -0.682, p < 0.01), demonstrating that higher levels of critical
evaluation, source verification, and ethical responsibility significantly reduce
susceptibility to rumors. The findings underscore that rumors are not merely false
information but symptoms of an epistemic insecurity rooted in institutional
communication gaps and cultural reliance on hearsay. The study concludes that
media literacy is not an auxiliary subject but a vital protective mechanism; its
systematic integration into curricula can transform schools from arenas of anxiety
into spaces of cognitive resilience, empowering students not only to reject
falsehoods but to become active guardians of truth in an era of digital
misinformation.

Keywords: School Rumors , Media Literacy , National Examinations , Critical
Thinking , Preparatory Students
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