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%, one of the most difficult periods in Irag’s modern history
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The role of the religious authority in najaf
(1990-2003) In confronting soclal and political challenges

University of Kufa /college of veterinary medicine

Abstract:-

The major transformations that Irag witnessed had a clear impact on the country’s
political and social conditions. Their effects became evident beginning with the
repercussions of the Gulf War—led by the United States following Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait—continuing through the harsh economic sanctions, and culminating in the U.S.
invasion of Iraq, which was preceded by severe internal crises

Amidst these complex circumstances, the religious authority (Marja‘iyya) in Najaf al-Ashraf
emerged as a moral and spiritual force with profound influence in guiding and directing
society during those difficult periods. Through its wise initiatives and reformist positions, it
sought to preserve the community’s balance and stability in the face of successive crises,
drawing upon the principles of Islamic law and the values of justice and humanity

The Marja‘iyya has always played a central role in confronting social, economic, and
political challenges. It worked to strengthen the spirit of social solidarity among the
people of Najaf and to mitigate the effects of poverty and deprivation caused by the
economic blockade. This was achieved through encouraging charitable and humanitarian
initiatives, directing its followers to adhere to religious values as a means of endurance
and steadfastness At the political level, the Marja‘iyya played a pivotal role in shaping
public awareness through its measured sermons, which aimed to promote social peace,
reject all forms of injustice and tyranny, and defend citizens’ rights by all means consistent
with the public interest and the preservation of the nation’s integrity

Therefore, this study focuses on the role of the religious authority in Najaf during this
critical period due to its great historical and scholarly significance. It highlights the nature
of the relationship between religion and politics in Iraqgi society, and explains how the
Marja‘iyya, as a religious institution, managed to maintain a balance between the realities
of the time and the pressures exerted by the ruling regime. Despite severe restrictions
such as house arrest, limitations on sermons and religious visits, and even the physical
elimination of some scholars, the Marja‘iyya preserved its religious and

The importance of this study lies in analyzing the evidence and positions adopted by the
Marja‘iyya at that time, and in revealing its methods of dealing with crises, in order to
understand its role in building public awareness and strengthening national identity during
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