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Jurisprudential Disposition of Drug-Fraud Crimes and the Penalties
Stemming Therefrom in Islamic Jurisprudence
Dr. Muhammad Hammad Khalil Al-Hubous
Islamic Jurisprudence and Its Principles / Salah al-Din Directorate of Education
Abstract

Pharmaceutical fraud constitutes one of the most serious contemporary threats to
public health and human life, as it directly undermines the higher objectives of
Islamic law, particularly the preservation of life, property, and intellect. The rapid
development of pharmaceutical industries and distribution networks has generated
new forms of fraudulent practices, including the counterfeiting of original
medicines, manipulation of active ingredients, alteration of expiration dates, and
marketing of substandard or scientifically unapproved pharmaceutical products.
This study aims to examine the jurisprudential characterization of pharmaceutical
fraud within the framework of Islamic law and to identify the legal consequences
and sanctions associated with such offenses. The research adopts an inductive and
analytical methodology through the examination of relevant Qur’anic principles,
Prophetic traditions, juristic opinions, legal maxims, and the objectives of Islamic
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law, while incorporating contemporary pharmaceutical applications. The study
demonstrates that pharmaceutical fraud cannot be viewed merely as a commercial
or financial violation; rather, it constitutes a multifaceted offense involving
violations of both individual and collective rights. Depending on the extent of harm
caused, such conduct may amount to unlawful deception, harmful misconduct,
bodily injury, or even criminal homicide.The findings indicate that the legal
characterization of pharmaceutical fraud varies according to the nature of the act,
the degree of negligence or intent involved, and the resulting consequences. Islamic
jurisprudence provides a flexible legal framework capable of addressing these
offenses through a combination of preventive measures, civil liability, and criminal
sanctions. The study further concludes that discretionary punishments (ta'zir)
represent the principal mechanism for combating pharmaceutical fraud, while
compensation, blood money, or other legal consequences may apply when specific
legal conditions are fulfilled. The research emphasizes the necessity of
strengthening regulatory oversight, enhancing professional accountability within
pharmaceutical practice, and developing contemporary legal mechanisms
consistent with the objectives of Islamic law in safeguarding public health and
ensuring pharmaceutical security.

Keywords: Pharmaceutical Fraud, Islamic Jurisprudence, Criminal Liability,
Discretionary Punishments, Preservation of Life.
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