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The effectiveness of an educational program based on the theory

of local knowledge in achieving social studies and developing self-
learning skills among middle school students
Lect.Dr. Basim Hadi Ali
General Directorate of Education in Babylon Governorate
Abstract:
This study aims :
1. Develop an educational program based on Situated Knowledge
Theory for middle school students.
2. Examine the effectiveness of an educational program grounded in
Situated Knowledge Theory in improving achievement in social studies
and developing self-learning skills among middle school students.
The researcher adopted two approaches: a descriptive method to
construct the educational program, and an experimental method to
determine its effectiveness in enhancing students’ achievement in social
studies and their self-learning skills. A partially controlled experimental
design was employed (post-test only design with experimental and
control groups). The sample consisted of 70 students, distributed
equally between the experimental group (35 students) and the control
group (35 students). The researcher personally taught both groups. To
control extraneous variables, equivalence between the two groups was
established based on several factors, including chronological age (in
months), first-semester grades, and intelligence test scores, The

experiment was conducted during the second semester of the 2024-




2025 academic year. The research instruments included: (1) an
achievement test developed by the researcher, consisting of 40 items
(30 multiple-choice and 10 essay questions), and (2) a self-learning
skills scale, also developed by the researcher, consisting of 4( items.
The validity of both instruments was verified through review by a panel
of experts in general teaching methods, science education, psychology,
and measurement and evaluation. Reliability and validity were also
established, After completing the experiment and administering the
research instruments, the results indicated that students in the
experimental group—who were taught using the educational program
based on Situated Knowledge Theory—outperformed their counterparts
in the control group, who were taught using traditional methods, in both
the achievement test and the self-learning skills scale. In light of these
findings, the researcher proposed several conclusions,
recommendations, and suggestions.
Keywords: Educational program, Situated Knowledge Theory,
achievement, social studies, self-learning skills.
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