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Abstract

Difference is an integral part of a pluralistic society, and openness to
different opinions is a characteristic of all democratic cultures and
societies. The current research aimed to identify the openness to
political pluralism among university students, as well as to identify the
significance of the difference in openness to political pluralism according
to a number of demographic variables (gender (male, female), parents'
academic achievement, residential background), among a sample of
(209) male and female students from Al-Mustansiriya University -
College of Arts, who were selected using the stratified random sampling
method. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher adapted the
scale of openness to political pluralism prepared by Shrout et al, (2022)
and it consisted in its final form of (24) items after the exclusion of one
item that was not distinctive. The reliability coefficient using Cronbach's
alpha was (0.81). The research results concluded that university
students have openness to political pluralism, and there was no
statistically significant difference in openness to political pluralism
according to the variables of gender (male, female), parents' academic
achievement, residential background. In light of these results, the
researcher presented a number of recommendations and suggestions
for future studies.
Keywords: openness, political pluralism, political parties, political
polarization, democratic society.
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