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Cognitive Competence and Its Relationship with Mastery Motivation
among University Students
Asst.Lect.Hind Zaid Shafeeq

Educational and Psychological Research Center

Abstract:

The current study aims to investigate:

1. Cognitive competence among university students.

2.The statistical significance of differences in cognitive competence
among university students according to gender (male, female) and
academic specialization (scientific, humanities).

3. Mastery motivation among university students.

4.The statistical significance of differences in mastery motivation among
university students according to gender (male, female) and academic
specialization (scientific, humanities).

5.The correlational relationship between cognitive competence and
mastery motivation among university students.

The researcher adopted the descriptive method to study the
characteristics of the variables and used the correlational method to
analyze the nature of the relationship between them. The study
population consisted of students at the University of Baghdad enrolled in
scientific and humanities programs for the morning study across all four
academic levels, totaling 36,899 students. The study sample included
600 students. The researcher developed two tools for data collection:
the first was the Cognitive Competence Scale consisting of 3( items,
and the second was the Mastery Motivation Scale consisting of 25
items. Both tools were validated for reliability and validity. Data were
analyzed using Excel 2010 and SPSS 27.

The results revealed a strong, statistically significant positive correlation

between cognitive competence and mastery motivation, indicating that
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higher intrinsic motivation enhances cognitive performance and the
ability to handle academic challenges. Based on the findings, the
researcher provided a set of recommendations and suggestions, which
are discussed in Chapter Four.
Keywords: Cognitive competence, mastery motivation, university
students
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