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The evaluative ruling (the best) in Sibawayh's book: A grammatical study
Widian Mohammed Shalaan Al-Jassam
Anbar Education Directorate\ Fallujah Education Department
Abstract

This study examines the evaluative function of the grammatical term al-Ajwad ("the
preferable" or "the most appropriate") in Kitab of Sibawayh, with a focus on his
methodology in employing this evaluative judgment. It also investigates the
theoretical foundation of the term and its significance in grammatical analysis and
guidance. The study explores the grammatical issues that Sibawayh evaluates using
al-Ajwad as a means of preferring one grammatical opinion or research is based on
tracing and analyzing the grammatical passages in which Sibawayh employs the term
al-Ajwad, in order to clarify its role in determining the validity and strength of
grammatical rules and opinions. Furthermore, it highlights the criteria underlying
Sibawayh’s evaluative judgments and demonstrates the impact of this term on
grammatical reasoning and the establishment of grammatical principles. The study
concludes that al-Ajwad functions as a comparative evaluative tool through which
Sibawayh distinguishes the most appropriate grammatical analysis among competing
alternatives, thereby reflecting his methodological approach to grammatical
evaluation and preferencestructure over another based on linguistic and grammatical
criteria.
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