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Abstract

A comparative study of the *Mujtahids* and the *Akhbaris*
regarding theissue of consensus (*ijma'*) reveals that the extent
of the disagreement between the two groups has often been
portrayed in studies as greaterthan the scholarly reality warrants.
An examination of the statements of prominent scholars and
an analysis of jurisprudential applications demonstrate that
both parties agree on afundamental principle: consensus does
not possess intrinsic authority merely by virtue of being an
agreement among jurists; rather, its authority derives from its
capacity to reveal the statement of the Infallible (peace be upon
him). Consequently, the true source of authority for all parties is
the *Sunnah* of the Infallible, while consensus serves merely
as a pathway to it. Research has demonstrated that prominent
jurists—ranging from Al-Sayyid Al-Murtada and Al-Shaykh Al-
Tusi to Al-Muhaqgqig Al-Hilli, Al-Allamah Al-Hilli, Al-Shaykh Al-
Ansari, and Al-Sayyid Al-Khoei—based the criterion for validity
on the extent to which the statement of the Infallible (Imam)
is revealed; indeed, many of them conditioned this authority
upon the attainment of certainty (*gat™) or reliable assurance
(*itmi'nan*). It has also become evident that a number of
leading Akhbari scholars—such as Al-Astarabadi, Al-Fayd Al-
Kashani, Al-Hurr Al-Amili, and Al-Bahrani—did not deny this
general principle; rather, they questioned the possibility of its
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actual realization in the instances of consensus (*ijma‘*) that
were claimed A comparative analysis of Al-Majlisi and Al-Khoei
reveals that neither relies on consensus as an independent
source for deriving legal rulings; instead, both primarily turn
to narrations, rendering the difference between them more
theoretical than practical.

The study further indicates that the frequent contradictions
found in claims of consensus—alongside the existence of con-
sensuses that are either demonstrably or potentially grounded
in specific textual evidence—have led both schools of thought
to limit their reliance on this source.

Consequently,theresearch concludesthatthe disagreement
between *Mujtahids* and *Akhbaris* regarding consensus
centers largely on identifying and substantiating instances
where consensus serves as a reliable indicator of the law, rather
than on the fundamental validity of consensus itself as such
an indicator. This suggests that the dispute is more a matter
of theoretical or semantic disagreement than a substantive
divergence in the methodology of jurisprudential deduction..
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