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Harun al-Rashid’s Campaign to Conquer Heraclea in 190 AH / 806 CE:
Causes, Consequences, and Its Impact on the Abbasid Caliphate
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Abstract
During Nicephorus reign over the Byzantine Empire, unrest arose between the Abbasids and the Byzantine. This
stemmed from Nicephorus violation of the treaty between the empires, as he refused to pay the tribute previously
paid by Empress Irene. Nicephorus expressed this refusal in a threatening letter to the Abbasid Caliph Harun al-
Rashid. This prompted Harun al- Rashed to prepare a large campaign, which he personally led. And to lay siege
to Heraclea. The campaign took place in 190 AH-806 AM. It achieved significant results, most notably the capture
of Heraclea and the forced retreat of Nicephorus, who was compelled to pay a large tribute than before. Harun al-
Rashed campaign demonstrated the Strength of the Abbasids and their Swift response to Nicephorus defiance One
of the most important military campaigns in terms of the size and scale of the army, the city witnessed looting.
Pillaging, and destruction upon the Abbasids entry. The army of Nicephorus was defeated and forced to submit to
the terms of the Abbasid Caliph Harun al- Rashed and pay tribute. The campaign also secured the border regions

adjacent to the Byzantines and compelled them to refrain from attacks against the Muslims.
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