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The Grammatical Semantics of Partial Proportionality in the Holy Quran
Assistant lecturer. Asia Younus Abd
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
University of Baghdad
College of Education for Women
Abstract:

This study examines the grammatical semantics of verses of proportional retribution
in the Holy Qur’an, highlighting how syntactic structures contribute to expressing
the relationship between human actions and their corresponding recompense,
whether in the context of punishment or reward. The research is grounded in the
premise that proportional retribution in the Qur’an is not merely a legislative
principle linking action to consequence, but also a semantic construction manifested
through the grammatical and stylistic formulation of the verses. This reveals the
precision of Qur’anic expression in achieving justice, demonstrating wisdom, and
reinforcing the psychological impact of recompense. The study focuses on clarifying
the concept of proportional retribution and its relationship to syntactic structure, and
then traces the main grammatical tools that convey this meaning, such as conditional
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sentences, nominal sentences, restriction (qasr), coordination, repetition, contrast,
and the techniques of foregrounding and postponement, among other structures that
play a clear role in establishing proportionality between cause and effect, offense
and punishment, and benevolence and reward. It also addresses the grammatical
semantics of verses related to worldly retribution, including verses on retaliation ,
equivalent punishment, prescribed penalties, deterrence, and the prevention of
corruption, while demonstrating how grammatical formulation determines the type,
degree, and appropriateness of the punishment in relation to the committed act.

Keywords: Grammatical semantics — proportional retribution — Holy Qur’an —
syntactic structure — verses of recompense — qisas — reward and punishment.
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