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The negative effects of combining social studies subjects into one
book and its impact on the concepts of educational values among
middle school students in Iraq
Article review
Assist. L. Taysir Imad Marzouk
Karbala Directorate of Education

Abstract:

Social studies subjects—such as history, geography, and civic
education—play a central role in instilling educational and societal
values among students, including cooperation, tolerance, a sense of
belonging, and mutual respect. With the Iragi Ministry of Education
adopting a policy of integrating these subjects into a unified textbook for
middle school students, questions have emerged regarding the
effectiveness of this integration in achieving the intended value-based
objectives. This is particularly relevant within a social structure facing
challenges related to identity, belonging, and national values.

Amid the growing need to strengthen educational values within schools
and society, the primary aim of this integration was to reduce academic
burden and organize content. However, this policy has resulted in a
number of negative consequences, especially concerning the
educational and value—-based concepts conveyed to students. Social
studies subjects are essential for shaping historical awareness and
national identity, as well as for understanding geographical, political, and
cultural phenomena. Therefore, any modification or restructuring of
these subjects deserves thorough educational discussion.

Educational and value—-based concepts constitute an essential part of
the affective learning outcomes that should be reflected in students’
behavior. Accordingly, teachers must recognize and uphold social and

educational values and embody them as positive role models. This, in
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turn, helps reinforce these values among students and supports their
development into active and responsible citizens.
The Negative Effects of Integrating Social Studies Subjects into a Single
Textbook and Their Impact on Educational Value Concepts among
Middle School Students in Iraq.
Keywords: Negative effects, integration of social studies materials,
educational values, middle school.
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