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The Semantic Concepts of Permanence and Renewal in Arabic Grammar: A 

Study of Dr. Fāḍil al-Samarrai’s Maʿānī al-Abniyah 

Abstract  Keywords  

This study examines the semantic concepts of stability and renewal in Arabic 

grammar through an analytical investigation of Maʿānī al-Abniyah (Meanings of 

Morphological Patterns) by Fadel Al-Samarrai. It aims to identify the semantic 

principles underlying Al-Samarrai’s interpretation of Arabic morphological structures 

and to clarify their role in shaping meaning. The study reviews the classical 

grammarians’ views on the semantic distinction between nouns and verbs concerning 

stability and renewal, and compares them with Al-Samarrai’s contextual and semantic 

approach, which emphasizes the interaction of grammatical form, temporal reference, 

and context. Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research analyzes 

Qur'anic and linguistic examples while discussing the opinions of classical 

grammarians in light of Al-Samarrai’s framework. The study concludes that the 

concepts of stability and renewal extend beyond the traditional noun–verb dichotomy 

and instead represent a spectrum determined by morphological structure, context, and 

usage. This perspective enriches the semantic dimension of Arabic grammatical 

studies and highlights the integration of grammatical and semantic analysis in 

interpreting Arabic texts. 
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