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Aids of Samarra District in Light of Al-Zawra
Newspaper (1914-1873)

Abstract:

Samarra District participated in providing aid to the Ottoman government
in a number of issues and events, both internal and external, some for the district's
own benefit or the state's, and some out of humanitarian motives. The district was a
forerunner in this regard, and the stance of its officials and residents was commendable.
In terms of urban matters, the residents provided in-kind aids in the form of wheat,
donated by the people of the villages of Balad and Samika (both belonging to the Al-
Dujail sub-district), to support the School of Arts and Crafts in Baghdad when it faced
a financial crisis threatening its closure in 1873. The residents also collected donations
to open a secondary school (Rushdiah school) in Samarra's district center that same
year. Officials and residents also contributed donations toward the construction of the
Hejaz Railway in 1901.

The district's aid to those affected by the drought and famine that struck parts of
Anatolia in the early 1870s stands as an honorable chapter in the district's history, as
officials and residents rushed to donate money to those affected in 1874 in addition to
their contributions to migrants from Rumeli to Istanbul in 1878.

Military aid also took various forms, including supplying the province's military
forces with winter clothing in 1886, as well as collecting donations to equip military and
police forces with horses and mules. The Ottoman government placed great emphasis
on rebuilding its military strength, especially after suffering defeats on several fronts;
it collected donations from the Baghdad province to rebuild the Ottoman fleet, and
Samarra District was at the forefront of lending a hand, with residents and officials
donating varying sums of money during the years 1913—-1914.

key words:

Urban grants, military grants, migrant aid, Anatolia drought relief.
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