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Abstract.

This study examines the Advisory Council of Emperor Hadrian (117-138
AD) as a significant component of the Roman system of governance during a
period marked by notable administrative and legal development. The research
adopts a historical-analytical approach, relying on classical sources and texts,
alongside a descriptive method to clarify the features of administrative
organization and legislative reforms in that era.

The findings indicate that Hadrian’s reign was characterized by a shift toward
internal stability and a reduction in reliance on military expansion, alongside
a restructuring of administration based on competence and practical expertise
rather than social status. The Advisory Council emerged as an effective
instrument  supporting decision-making, contributing to a more
institutionalized form of governance and expanding the scope of consultation
within the administrative apparatus. Legal reforms also played a key role in
standardizing the application of laws and reducing discrepancies across
provinces, thereby strengthening legal stability and reinforcing principles of
justice.

Overall, the study shows that these combined developments enhanced the
efficiency of imperial administration and strengthened centralized decision-
making while preserving the traditional institutional framework of the Roman
state. Accordingly, Hadrian’s reign represents a transitional phase toward a
more structured and stable administrative model in the history of the Roman
Empire.
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