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The Excluded in Irregular Readings
According to Al-Akbari (d. 616 AH)

Abstract:

Thisstudy deconstructs theissues of phoneticand morphological substitution
in Quranic recitations, shedding light on phenomena such as substituting ya ()
with alif (') or hamza (+), and substituting nun (&) with jeem (z) or dha (&).
It examines the grammatical and phonetic disputes around these phenomena
through the works of Al-Akbari and compares them with the positions of major
grammarians like Ibn Jinni, Sibawayhi, Al-Zamakhshari, and Abu Ali Al-Farisi.
The study adopts a critical structural analysis method, tracing the phonetic and
functional roots of these phenomena through Quranic and linguistic evidence,
while reviewing the overlap between grammatical rules, rhetorical context, and
dialectal usage.

The study concludes that classical Arabic grammatical rules were not
absolute; they experienced interactions with rhetorical necessity, poetic license,
or tribal differences, a flexibility that appeared in how grammarians interpreted
certain phenomena, particularly Al-Akbari, who offered a middle-ground view
blending respect for analogy with openness to rhetorical and phonetic context.
The study also revealed the centrality of auditory effect and nasalization in
determining assimilation and concealment, showing that modern phonetic
analysis largely supports the classical perspective on substitution. The findings
affirm that analyzing phonetic substitution in the Quran offers a gateway to
understanding Arabic's dynamic balance between system and usage.
key words: Phonetic substitution, assimilation, phonetic analysis, Al-Akbari, Quranic

recitations.
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