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Correspondences and Signed Letters of the
%y Imams (PBUT) Their Nature and Rulings:
A Study of the Signed Letter Issued by
Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUH) Regarding Sheikh
Al-Mufid (may God sanctify his soul)

Abstract:

The study focuses on the correspondences and signed letters issued by the
infallible Imams (PBUT), covering three main sections: the first two sections explain
their linguistic and terminological nature, their historical stages, and their authority
in deriving Islamic rulings, along with ways of recognizing the handwriting of the
infallible Imam, especially during the period preceding the occultation of Imam Al-
Mahdi (PBUH). It also establishes the unity of handwriting between Imam Al-Askari
and Imam Al-Mahdi (PBUT) , and explores how this shared handwriting served as a
means of communication between the Imam and his followers. The third section, the
core purpose of the study, examines the correspondences and signed letters issued
concerning Sheikh Al-Mufid, addressing the points of discontinuity (irsal) between
Sheikh Al-Mufid and Sheikh Al-Tabrasi, since the latter's book Al-Ihtijaj is the most
well-known source for transmitting these letters. The study demonstrates that these
letters in this source can be considered properly attributed rather than disconnected. It
then discusses the scholarly opinions on the matter and identifies the preferred view
along with its supporting evidence.

The conclusion reached is that the authenticity of the blessed signed letters
issued concerning Sheikh Al-Mufid is confirmed, based on the sources and chains of
transmission that have reached us through reliably attributed sources.

key words: Imam Al-Mahdi(PBUH) , Sheikh Al-Mufid, signed letters, scholarly

opinions.
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