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Samarra Before Islam:
A Historical Study

Abstract:

When investigating the history of the city of Samarra, we find that its history
during the pre-Islamic period, specifically the Sassanid era, has not been studied
adequately, largely due to the scarcity of historical sources. For this reason, our sources
range between Syriac, English, and some Arabic references. The study title "Samarra
Before Islam: A Historical Study" was chosen for several reasons, the most important
being that this period serves as the connecting link between Samarra's ancient history
and its Islamic history, making its study critically important. Furthermore, Samarra is
considered one of the centers of Persian influence on Islamic civilization, as evidenced
by Umayyad architecture, which was influenced by Sassanid architecture.

The study is divided into an introduction, a preface, and three sections: the
introduction discusses the linguistic connotations between the names Tayarhan
and Samarra and the intellectual dimensions behind the origin of those names; the
first section examines the nature of political conflict and its impact on Samarra's
administrative formation; the second section explores Samarra's religious composition,
noting the significant Christian presence in the region; and the third section presents the

material archaeological perspective of the Tayarhan area.

key words: Samarra, Tayarhan, political system, religious composition.
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