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A Treatise on Tawriyah (Equivocation)

Abstract:

The settling of disputes is among the most frequently encountered legal matters,
and one of the most important instruments a judge employs in resolving a
dispute is the oath. One of the offshoots of this issue is that an oath may be
sworn upon something by way of equivocation (tawriyah), which may be
forbidden as a matter of legal obligation, in addition to its legal effects not
being upheld. He divided the forms of oath-taking into four categories and
set out their obligatory (taklifi) and declaratory (wad’ia) rulings. The author
addressed the exposition of both rulings, and in doing so he engaged with the
opinions of the great scholars, such as Shaikh Al-Tusi and Al-Muhaqiq Al-Hili.
Through this treatise, the author demonstrated the breadth of his learning and

the precision of his insight in jurisprudence (figh) and its principles (usull).

key words:
Tawriyah (equivocation), Shaikh Asad Allah Al-Zanjani, the ruling on the
oppressor's equivocation, the oppressor's oath by equivocation, the oath

(yamin).
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