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Symbolic Representation of State History 

A Cultural Study of Salim al-Wardi's Novel "The Biography of Ibrahim" 

Dr. Abbas Ubaid al-Amiri 

Abstract : This research is a critical study, employing a 

cultural approach, of a relatively new subject that has not 

received the serious attention it deserves. Its central 

question is how the history of the Iraqi state has been 

represented in fiction. Because Dr. Salim al-Wardi's 

novel "The Biography of Ibrahim" retells the history of 

the state with new perspectives and profound insights, we 

have chosen it as a model for this study, marking the first 

time it has been examined academically. 

 

The research plan is structured as follows: an 

introductory section introducing the author and the text, 

followed by two chapters. The first, titled "The Debate 

Between Sub-Identities and National Identity: The State 

Society," examines the nature of the contradictions, 

within a multicultural society, between long-standing 

sub-identities and the emerging Iraqi national identity 

following the formation of the state. As for the second 

chapter, it came under the title “Power before the State: 

The Military and the Parties,” in which we dismantled 

the tendencies of acquisition and domination over state 

institutions, by both the military through their successive 

coups, and the parties, embodied in the positions of 

fictional characters belonging to the two parties: the Iraqi 

Communist Party and the Arab Socialist Baath Party, and 

what they caused in terms of spreading sharp polarization 

tendencies and the culture of militarism in society, which 

contributed to weakening the fabric of society and 

undermining the foundations of the Iraqi state.
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 من وضع مؤلفي تلك النصوص,هي  كل كلمة موضوعة بين قوسين، ضمن النصوص المقتبسة  (1)

 
(2)

 كذا. والصواب: واحداً. 

 
(3)

 .كذا. والصواب: ذكاؤها 
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