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Abstract:

Local governments in Iraq play a pivotal role in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), given their proximity
to citizens and their ability to identify their needs. They work
to support economic development by encouraging investment
and developing infrastructure, improving social conditions by
providing basic services such as healthcare and education, and
reducing poverty. They also strive to enhance governance by
establishing principles of transparency and accountability,
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building partnerships with civil society organizations and
international organizations, and addressing environmental
iIssues. Despite these roles, the contribution of local
governments remains limited due to a number of challenges,
most notably weak financial resources, widespread corruption,
political interference, and inadequate administrative and
planning capacities. Achieving the SDGs in lIrag remains
contingent on the ability of local governments to overcome
these obstacles and enhance their institutional efficiency.
Keywords: Local Governments , Sustainable Development |,
Sustainable Development Goals , Iraq
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