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Abstract

Arab Muslim women made an active and influential contribution in the land where
Islam first emerged. Its sons¢ daughtersc and men were the bearers of the banner of
Islam in that region< from which it later spread to the entire world. Despite the
condition of women before Islam¢ such as the deprivation of their freedom to live
independently« denial of their rights to inheritance and dowry« and other practices that
Islam strongly criticized and condemned; women still held notable and positive roles.
Their role in the pre-Islamic Arab economy was both direct and indirecte depending
on the objective circumstances that shaped the economic system of the time. Their
contribution was reflected in their prominent participation in trade activities and their
work as merchants through supplying trade caravans and Arab markets with various
crafts and manufactured goods¢ as well as their involvement in other economic fields.
Among them were distinguished female figures who attained a respected status in all
patterns of economic activity.
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