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Iraqi Water Diplomacy between the Two Rivers:

From Demand-Based Diplomacy to Value Building

Dr.Luay Ali Hussein
Head of Relations and Foreign Affairs Department/

Office of the Minister of Water Resources

E-mail: Luay.a.hussien@gmail.com

o article acknowledges that Iraqi water diplomacy in the Tigris and Euphrates river
Th]S basins counters several challenges, most notably Turkish water policy and
climate change. However, this diplomacy faces a significant internal obstacle: its

continued reliance on negotiation methods based on classical demands, namely, water quotas
(allocation). Therefore, this paper suggests a transition towards a more comprehensive Iraqi
diplomatic strategy that aims to create value and provide room for negotiation within the
current asymmetric power between Iraq and Turkey. Water negotiations are linked to practical
political options that include not only professional institutional coordination but, more likely,
also economic issues, regional security, and climate change adaptation. Furthermore, the Iraqi
negotiator could leverage the legal framewq .e of international water agreements and
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universally agreed-upon concepts. The essential value of the research lies in providing Iraqi
water diplomacy with a clear scientific methodology to understand regional changes, climate
change, and the imbalance of power with upstream countries.

Keywords: Water diplomacy, Tigris and Euphrates, water diplomacy framework, water diplomacy trajectories,
building negotiation value.
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