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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of consultation (shura) and
democracy within the realm of contemporary Islamic thought.
It examines the jurisprudential and intellectual foundations of
the concept of consultation within the Islamic system as a
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fundamental principle in Islamic political theory and the
question of governance and the ruler. The research analyzes
the concept of consultation in terms of its obligation, necessity,
or desirability, and the impact of differing interpretations of
Quranic verses on consultation. It also explores the application
of consultation in the political experience of Muslims and
examines the commonalities or divergences between the
concepts of consultation and democracy, as well as the stance
of contemporary Islamic thought on this issue. Furthermore, it
presents the views of some Islamic thinkers on the relationship
between consultation and democracy, whether in support,
opposition, or reconciliation through the term "consultation in
a democratic sense." The research aims to analyze the
jurisprudential, legal, and intellectual foundations of
consultation as a general applied principle found in the Holy
Quran, employing a historical and comparative research
methodology. The most prominent conclusions reached by the
research are as follows:

1- Consultation (Shura) is obligatory as a fundamental Islamic
principle.

2- The intellectual foundations of democracy and consultation
differ.

3- Reconciling consultation and democracy and creating a
democratic concept of consultation is incompatible with
contemporary Islamic thought.

4- Democracy is a philosophy of governance that is a product
of the Western political environment.

5- Efforts should be made to obligate rulers to adopt
consultation in their relationship with the ruled.

Keywords: Shura (consultation), democracy,
contemporary Islam, Islamic thought
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