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The Ambiguities in the Qur'an in Illuminating Linguistic Economy 

Theory: An Analytical Study 

Asst. Prof. Dr. Alaa Ali Abdullah Al-Anbaky 

 

Abstract : This study attempts to examine the 

ambiguous elements in the Qur'an and their 

foundation, considering them as a reflection of 

linguistic economy and one of its solid aspects. It 

seeks to prove that Qur'anic ambiguity is an effective 

linguistic tool among the instruments of language 

moderation, which ensures the delivery of the 

message with the least possible linguistic means 

through fruitful semantic condensation that pursues 

intentionality and takes into account the receiver, 

relying on the shared knowledge possessed by the 

parties of the discourse. Accordingly, Qur'anic 

ambiguity is one of the means of text clarity, 

richness, and brilliance, because it relies on the rich 

condensation of the meanings of the discourse, 

invoking the culture of the recipient, and activating 

their interpretation. This is in contrast to linguistic 

ambiguity, which can constitute obscurity and 

complexity in the text at times. Therefore, the truth is 

that ambiguity in the Qur'an is an example of 

linguistic economy that seeks moderation in 

performance between expression and meaning, and 

the conciseness of the discourse without any flaw or 

weakness in meaning.   :   
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