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Abstract:

This scholarly study provides a rigorous and expanded analysis
of the vital role that decentralized governance plays as a
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structural reformative tool for the electricity sector in Iraq,
examining its theoretical underpinnings and institutional
applications in public utility management. The research
underscores the critical necessity of addressing chronic
systemic failures resulting from rigid central control and
infrastructure degradation, while offering a detailed exploration
of the complex economic and institutional hurdles that have
impeded energy sustainability. Employing a robust descriptive-
analytical methodology, the paper scrutinizes national
legislation, government policies, and official performance
audits from the post-2003 era to evaluate how power-sharing
between federal and local authorities impacts service efficiency
and administrative transparency. The study concludes with
strategic findings indicating that a well-regulated transition to
decentralization—within a comprehensive legal framework
bolstered by strict oversight and technical capacity building—
Is essential for mitigating massive resource waste and
improving service delivery. Ultimately, this reformatory path is
identified as a fundamental prerequisite for achieving long-
term economic resilience, social stability, and the overall
modernization of Iraq’s strategic energy infrastructure.
Keywords: Decentralized Governance, Electricity Sector,
Public Policy, Institutional Reform, Irag.
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