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Intrinsic motivation and its relationship to academic achievement in
social studies among secondary school students
Ziad Tariq Ali Al-Zubaidi

General Directorate of Education in Diyala Governorate

Abstract:

The student’s academic success depends on the amount of motivation he has for
academic achievement. The stronger of internal motivation, the better his academic
achievement . Conversely, the student’s motivation decreases, his inclination to achieve
decreases, and he neglects his academic achievement when his internal motivation
towards achievement decreases. On the other hand, the motivation for academic
achievement is an important factor in enhancing the positive concept of the student’s
personality. The current research aims to find out the relationship between internal
motivation and academic achievement in social studies. The research included some
secondary school students in schools in the city of Baghdad, whose number reached
(H‘\/o) students, including (W.) males and (v~o) females. The researcher used two
scales, one for academic achievement prepared by Farouk Abdel Fattah Moussa, and the
other was a forget-me—not scale for the concept of internal motivation. To study the
differences and correlations and to answer the research questions, the descriptive
approach was used using the survey method and correlations. The research population
included secondary school students, and the research sample was chosen randomly. After
extracting their validity and reliability, the two measurements were applied, and the

researcher arrived at the following results:

e The level of academic achievement among the research sample was average.
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e The degree of the level of internal motivation (as a whole) among the research
sample was average, except for the level of personal internal motivation, which was
high.

e There is a statistically significant difference between the average scores of the
research sample on the two scales of academic achievement and internal
motivation according to the gender variable, which is in favor of the larger average,
i.e. females.

e There is a positive, statistically significant correlation between internal motivation
and academic achievement in social studies.

Keywords: (internal motivation, academic achievement).
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