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Islamic rule, Medina, This study traces the evolution of Islamic governance from the Medina state during the time
modernity, of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) to contemporary Muslim-

constitution, political

theory. colonialism, majority states, moving beyond teleological historical narratives that portray the modern

bureaucratic state as an inevitable development. Using the Constitution of Medina as a

mpir

Z.oﬁaﬁ:;ﬁon, foundational model—which integrates religious authority, social contracts, a consultative
legitimacy crises, council (shura), justice, and social welfare—the analysis employs a socio-political historical
principles of methodology, blending critical historiography, political theory, and comparative case studies
consultation (shura), (such as Abbasid, Ottoman, and post-colonial contexts).

and stability.

The key findings reveal that governance is a pragmatic negotiation between religious rulings,
societal consent, and power dynamics. The principles of Medina—collective decision-
making, the rule of law, and the equitable distribution of resources—persisted to varying
degrees across empires, but they have been eroded by centralization, imperialism, and
globalization, leading to legitimacy crises in fragile modern states such as Yemen, Somalia,
and Afghanistan. Contemporary deviations from the principles of consultation (shura) and
justice exacerbate inequality, corruption, and instability, highlighting the importance of the
republican principles of Medina for reform.

Theoretically, this research offers a critique of modernist and revivalist grand narratives;
practically, it presents policymakers with visions for hybrid systems that enhance legitimacy
through local consultative councils, youth engagement, and distributive justice. One limitation
is the selective focus on fragile states in terms of time and place. Data drawn from primary
sources (such as the Constitution of Medina and prophetic traditions) and secondary sources
support the objective analysis, confirming that the Medina model is applicable to sustainable
governance in times of crisis.

* falihfayyadhO@gmail.com
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