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Abstract:

Iraqi-Turkish relations have been characterized by strong
social ties of shared history, culture and brotherly relations
between neighbors. Turkey and Iraq share the same ideals in
their regional goals, which are to promote peace, stability,
freedom and prosperity, and to enhance dialogue mechanisms
in order to increase cooperation in all fields. In addition to their
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common goals, there are challenges and opportunities that
require great efforts. These challenges, along with the
opportunities, formed the basis of the Memorandum of
Understanding between them, which was signed by Iraqi Prime
Minister Nouri Kamil al-Maliki and Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on August 7, 2007 in Turkey. The two
sides, emphasizing their commitment to the elements and
principles of cooperation stipulated in this Memorandum of
Understanding, as well as their vision for the common future of
their countries, decided to culminate in the formation of a
Strategic Cooperation Council between Turkey and Iraq, based
on the initiative of President Jalal Talabani during his visit to
Turkey on March 7-8, 2008. Therefore, the Iraqi government
officially announced on Thursday, July 10, 2008, the
establishment of the (High Council for Strategic Cooperation
between Iraq and Turkey) during the visit of Turkish Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Baghdad.

Keywords : Iraq<Turkey« relations
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