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Abstract:

This research addresses the concept of the public sphere according to
Jurgen Habermas by tracing its theoretical, historical, and structural
dimensions, and then analyzing the most prominent criticisms
directed at it.

The first section examines the conceptual framework of the public
sphere as a space for communication among individuals aimed at
forming public opinion. It also explores its historical roots in modern
Europe, as well as the intellectual context that contributed to the
development of Habermas’s theory of the public sphere.

The second section sheds light on the structure of the public sphere
in Habermas’s thought, where it is considered a space based on
rational-critical debate. This process leads to the formation of a
critical public opinion and constitutes the foundation of deliberative
democracy, which, in turn, relies on rational dialogue as a means of
political decision-making.

In the third section, the study analyzes the most significant criticisms
directed at Habermas’s thesis, particularly from feminist and social
perspectives, in addition to critiques related to the difficulty of
applying the ideal model in real political and social contexts. It also
addresses the challenges posed by the contemporary digital sphere.
The study concludes that, while the concept of the public sphere
remains a valuable normative and analytical framework, its practical
application faces several structural constraints and contemporary
transformations, which necessitate its reconsideration and further
development in line with present-day realities.

Keywords :Public Sphere, Jirgen Habermas, Rational Deliberation,
Deliberative Democracy, Feminist Critique.
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! Jurgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An

Inquiry into a Category of Bourgeois Society .translated by Thomas burger with

Fredrick Lawrence MIT Press,(1989) pp. 1-15.
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* Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere;A Contribution to the Critique of
actually Existing Democracy, Social Text, No. 25/26, (1990), pp. 56-80.
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% Craig,Calhoun, pp. 6-7.
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