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The First Agricultural Revolution in the Ancient World: Mesopotamia as a
Model
A. L. Bassem Abdulamir
Open College of Education / Al-Diwaniya Academic Center

Abstract:

With the great transformation that occurred in human life during the Neolithic
period (the eighth millennium BCE), when some groups in the Ancient Near East—
especially the settlements in northern Irag—began producing food through
agriculture and domesticating animals, human life and its economic activities
remained primitive, narrow, and limited. It was necessary to go through further
stages of technological development before humans could produce the diverse tools
required for their material life.Nevertheless, scholars considered this shift to food
production as the first economic revolution of humanity. It is comparable in
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importance and impact to the Industrial Revolution in Europe, and it brought about
a radical change in the way people lived.Among the primitive tools discovered in
Neolithic settlements were grain-milling stones and simple pottery plates used for
grinding and processing grains. There were also primitive hoes and plows, as well
as sickles whose blades consisted of small flint knives, with stone arrow and spear
points. It is also highly likely that humans in this period knew spinning and
weaving, as indicated by the spindle whorls that were found.As for pottery vessels,
in the early phases of this period they were simple and primitive. However, they
developed significantly in the latter part of the Neolithic period, especially what
was discovered at the village of Catalhdyik (Jerarmo/Gerim—as referenced in the
source) in the Mesopotamian region.In its beginnings, agriculture was limited:
humans cultivated small plots of land whose output was enough to meet their own
needs. This form of agriculture was rain-fed (dry farming/demic), so in
Mesopotamia it was mainly restricted to the northern areas. Moreover, agriculture
was primitive at first. People used simple agricultural tools such as long digging
sticks. In softer soils, the land was tilled using a wooden implement/plow (a
wooden plow) made from a branching branch/limb shape, pulled by a man by hand.
Later, humans invented the wooden plow, which was initially pulled by people;
then it was replaced by the donkey and the ox.This agricultural transformation was
followed by important social developments, including animal domestication, the
advancement of the production of agricultural and household tools, the emergence
of the idea of individual ownership, and the appearance of simple religious belief
patterns.

Keywords: Agricultural Revolution — Ancient World — Mesopotamia.
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