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A small scholarly note: in your Arabic text, the correct name is Zayd ibn
Harithah, not Zayd ibn Thabit, in the context of Zaynab bint Jahsh’s
marriage).
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Abstract

Orientalists have repeatedly sought, and continue to seek, to undermine the
esteemed status of the noble Prophet Muhammad ( may God bless him and grant
him peace) by raising suspicions drawn uncritically from heritage sources without
proper verification. They have attacked the sanctity of the Prophet Muhammad
(may God bless him and grant him peace) through various channels, sometimes
under the guise of Orientalist scholarship, at other times in the name of
enlightenment and freedom of thought, and at other times through calls for
revising heritage and reforming the Muslim mind at the hands of their
Westernized followers. Unfortunately, such falsehoods have also been circulated
by thinkers who, in moments of intellectual and religious negligence, were
counted among Muslim intellectuals, even though their hostility toward Islam and
their animosity against it were more evident in their hearts than in the black ink
of their pens.

Among the most unsound of these allegations is the claim concerning the
marriage of the Prophet ( may God bless him and grant him peace) to the Mother
of the Believers, Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allah be pleased with her), after her
divorce from Zayd ibn Harithah (may Allah be pleased with him), the noble
Companion whom the Prophet ( may God bless him and grant him peace) had
adopted when he was young. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, willed to abolish the
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custom of adoption that had been prevalent among the Arabs before Islam, and
the story of this marriage came within that divine legislation.

Accordingly, this study examines this fabrication through the writings of
earlier scholars, which were later republished and promoted by modern
Orientalists, while also tracing the responses of Muslim scholars to these
allegations.
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