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The Effect of Response Category Order on the Psychometric Properties of
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Abstract

The current research aimed to identify the effect of response category order
(ascending and descending) on the psychometric properties of the Dynamic
Cognitive Flexibility Scale according to classical test theory. To achieve this
goal, the researcher adopted a quasi-experimental approach using a non-
equivalent independent groups design. The research sample consisted of (800)
male and female students from the University of Baghdad for the academic year
(2025-2026), distributed as (400) respondents for the ascending order format
and (400) respondents for the descending order format.The researcher
constructed a Dynamic Cognitive Flexibility Scale consisting of (20) items
distributed across five domains: cognitive shifting speed, attentional control
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during shifting, adaptation to cognitive change, management of cognitive
multitasking, and efficiency of cognitive reorganization. The psychometric
properties of the scale were verified by calculating the discriminatory power of
the items, item-total correlation coefficients, factorial validity, and reliability
using the test-retest method and Cronbach's alpha coefficient.The results showed
that the scale possessed good psychometric properties, as all items were
distinctive and statistically significant. All items were also statistically
significantly correlated with the total score, and exploratory factor analysis
confirmed the existence of a single general factor for the scale. The reliability
coefficient using the test-retest method was (0.90) for the descending order
format and (0.88) for the ascending order format, while Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was (0.87) and (0.84) respectively.The results revealed no
statistically significant differences between the two response category order
formats (ascending and descending) in the discriminatory power of the items,
item-total correlation coefficients, factor loadings, and reliability coefficients.
The research concluded that the order of response categories does not
significantly affect the psychometric properties of the Dynamic Cognitive
Flexibility Scale according to classical test theory.

Keywords: response category order, dynamic cognitive flexibility,
psychometric properties, classical test theory.
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O Jsaill dglae 4568 e Db aplaril) (il gl 5 Aall Cililhaia ae e Dy Loy ddlisal) [ Sall Ll
, 3aall Legall pa aSill Jal e (8 pnall Alaill Al sale) allati il g dabisal) dal) Cilagall
Monsell, ) .2l sal dgadl) dig all s Ldnil) Caillasl) 3eliS e dagall il pigall sl sa
(2003, p. 134

Cognitive 4 zall 455 5all aalia e Ly B 2L ddia gy aliall 8 peall Jasil) ) hill (Say g
Y Gl gall Cluaiie Gy 40l dail 1Y) pusds o8 pmall Jsadll s cFlexibility
‘C'_ﬂ.A}L..d\ M sale ) ol O Jany) L;\ CL'A.) by ddld :\::L:; ‘\A.UL:.’ Baxal) g_ﬁ\}d\ 4al o
. (Dennis 48lS e A8l dagl JiuY) sl Laie 3agaa daad yiwl Lial 5 ¢ Sall jlue Joasi
& Vander Wal, 2010: 248)

sl B jaal) Saits dull) (ailadl)

eanl (ailaddl (e aaxy ebipall & el Jisil ety

Angeal) 5l al) xSl sl yuas e 3 il 508 G i alinl) 435yl ]

Al A i) Al g pual) JEY) & jaall Jiil) iy 3) 2 saill b de ) 2
Beleh 3 priall Cag ylall e Jaladll e 5yl seliy raaaal) (il gal) cﬂqgﬂ\ 3
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Agilaia s ) gy JISEY) 5 il sheall i jisale) b Jidhy 1 mall alaiill 4
Al Aliell Cllaall Jana (8 0 dl) 508 o A prall Jiiil) adiey ) gdnll Sadl) (S
.(Diamond, 2013, : 136)
rabinal) & jral) JAIN & pud Al Ay platly
salgall Cm Jgatl) 45l
Stephen 8 yxall (il alle L Al (Task Switching Theory) aleall o J sl 4y jlai a2l
3 cAdbisal) dyliall Clagall (2l JUl A58 < b Al 48 prall by kil 5l e Monsell
e Al ) dage (pe Atlaid sl 4abinl 0 al) iy Laxie ¢aaad i) dadl) cilledl e oS
o e 5 ol 5 (o2l aSaill g Aiad) 45 yall Al Ay el Cocial 28y (i gall cildlaia il
Bale) (penall Blina 48 yre Gillee ) zlsy Jy A0lEl 3 ) geay Clagall G Jai Y (gl Janl)
(Monsell, 2003, : 135) sl dagall 8 jrall aUaill Ay g ) Lalial) apdass
;;\:ie\.ﬁd\ Gl yal)
:(Weng and Cheng ,2000)4ul_s —
oS (A sas S Gunlia 8 Glaiu) il (a5 s S 1) e and ) A jall o2 chday
(o il 368 5 Unals Wl 490 (so Aisal) i Ky pulial) (ailaad 5 (€ Ll cililaias) 3
Aol Cileainl 5 oLl (e Badate faa (p A5lall Canlic Ao ana g chdan sidl) dls )
ol b )Y bl Hlady 4sldl aValaadl dadad Creadin) WS o giall (pu 45 584l
Cllain) 8 gon e il Al (0 &) Al s i i o il Gkl anall e dolalall
el aiat g S il eat o ) Al Al @ lal LS cpulidall (attiad 4 Y S jLaal)
Yicia) 2385 LY Jall Canll Lage Aagill o3 5 Alain¥) 3 aladl JSE AT e (U 35 duaslal)
 Cpetite () smaiaall g Aaal o cnl jaal) il 1Y) Jilall s i g jeday Y 8 ¢ Chande Al Uslas
(Weng & Cheng, 2000, : 918)
:(Robie, et al., 2022)4ul 2 -
Gﬁ U;\S)LCAAS\ d:..‘a SEEDE) @)M}S:\AJ\ u.a.\L-AAj‘ @M\AI\MY\ dJ\JJ t—\.-ﬁ)E )ﬂ :\.ua\Jﬂ\ Y ;ﬂj\_ﬁ
il i Cumnd Unadla Wl 1198 cialy 5 S e el 5l el 88y K0 anlie
A Ay pe g yre dpadd Gedlie WY Jlad ) sdally 5l gac Ll
Al Gl ey 0pS llall J2d 053 55 el il Cilay j g8 s el giall (& (55l 5 ¢ ouilaal)
alina b daginae 4nd 5 LB culS Alaiay) Jily i AT of gl caelaly | salal) e
u\ \}[\ GU.\SJLJAAM dﬁd}.ﬁ‘)} “'"_1\)331\ k_ll.::l)).i} “"_ﬂ.k.wjld\ é})ﬂj c‘_,,_.\.n\:xsl\ jﬂ\Sﬂ\ Jia “'"_ﬂﬂjal\
ojczmzm sda Jxiy Aaliall yue AlaiuV) G phise (oans 8 Caalin) SN ) gdial) (o ) Al
) i i g A sdall S0 3y it ) LRl 505 Y a8 LN Sl saebiadll (g il o
. (Robie et al., 2022, : 1118) &ulainy) s25a 3 Jizis o ymall sl 235 O oSy
s Adle) )y Call Lagla

ainay Ailaial) Clel_a Y1 A8S 5 sadiaall Canill Fuagie Gl (e 6 Jall 1 3 Caaldl sl
Cdgban) colladl) 488 e Mad derdiuall 310V 5 Caanll die
sl diagia

o2 a e 84 aeDle malidll 50 0 ay 630 ¢y yaill 4 b gt Wl Al sl aast L
e A dl Gl e ganal) are i LA ol g Leblaaly Lgianda e oLy Euy sl
aabidulall dye jlaslasda o (Unequal independent groups design) il
ol () gm p ) 5 B e JE sl el aSat 1l ¢ 400 5 dall Al )
. (Creswell & Creswell, 2018) sl die e 430) piall 44, Hhally
) adiaa
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Gkl oy ai Lt 3 ¢l el 488 sy 6 3l 5wl gl Al Sl ade) o
- ol ol dela b Ll

Al (Y eoliall dsaalgia L wai il aa g alinll 8 peal) 6l el 5K aal

) Jae 1 gandl ) o 3 A& LS sldl (e e gana

A g Dsually LS 5 el ) 30 gLy - 2
588 JS (panali g Ay il ) jlall & 55 (e A2 Ly ) 58l (e de sema elin Ciall) GLS
Aiedd) Bl dl o ad Laal el g oCalaal) joowds a4y p e Lgdaydll y wisjlae
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Sl asen Alaas g cel pall GLEN A (0 (% 100) Jlwmars ey ) 588l J 5l
. (%100) by paSaall oy la) A e

silaaladl) g <) j84l) CJJ.AJ‘LUM

olatall L alet 3e) , 84 1) U_Aa_a_UaJ A_JLch_xJUa(SO) ¢Ju4_\4c e alaiall LS—‘J“
3y o5 sinall g Al Cia G uliall Gl 588 (a3, 8 JS 7 g s 520 A8 jral A 8
) e Jlndin¥) agie il 3 Ala (3 il Bl oot Gy S g il agledll - 5 g
ailada 5 uliall ) 588 Gl e A el sd o s (i cailalaiy (bl 8 g et
(10) Lo siay s 488y (15) I (7) O A}l (8 Boriall i Bll = o) 55285 il
JURECMELER

oabiial) &l 881 ilaal) Jaladl)

) Clel_jaY) plal Caalil L3

bl B jrall JATN (el Apilaa) & pdsall Y gl ]

Slaian) ¢ paliaal) 8 jaall JEiil) e e Zial) 2 3 a5l dbaa gl ailadl) L) Cajail) Congy
(SPSS) (Statistical Package for the delaa¥) aslall Adlasy) dajall mali ju Galdl)
Jass gl 5 (buad) Jans giall el Al 5 A 33U Ailan ) &l yh5all 21 A5uYSocial Sciences)
@J}a‘\a.u.la Gaaill @llh g cc.l.—n)éﬂ\j &) gy ?L&A}Qﬁ\.ﬂ\j%}é&d\ sl ¥l g J) siall g
(3).dsa (& i se s LS xie V) ay ) ill (g Ll ) (500 5 a2

(o) (g8 yal) JAIY (il dyilan) i i gall o (3) Jgia

Kurtosis | Sleekness | Variance Std. Mode | Median | Mean dosa
Deviation kel

0.568- 0.185- 177.09 13.30 67 69 68.55 G
gU-“

0.483- 0.235- 183.41 13.54 64 67 | 65.77 g
gelal

oibiie e Al a8 sy w58 O (3) Jsas B )l Ailean ) Gl el ad (e gl
(e @) sl e iy (U5 saelaill) il (5 gea WIS 8 o alipall 8 yaall Jail
o) sV alea 2 o)) (e Slzad (Jl giall 5 o sll 5 ) Jass giall 2 o )85 (e elld e Jaiay
lgaiad g Bl il pai¥) e bl i N iy o3 e« auall (e Ay 8 cuilS <l il
AW Ailaa) cOuladl) o) aY Leiee M XS 5 Laa dddlnie V) (e 4] gaa da

<l JAAN 4 jaail) 3 68l

A G Gl e W0 gae (eSad LY il Basa o Tage 1 pdise 4 jpaill 380 Jias
Lalens) ST Andi pall 45 jueaill 5 68l Culd ) jaal) et g Aaliall Al (pe Aalida Ol giisa ¢y oKl ()
(Anastasi & Urbina, 1997).51:30 43 sia sSaud) pailiadll fua s uldll 483 28 ) &

Sosaly ey lla (400) Gl Sadh de e il (8 jaall Jaiil) (ulie (Gadad 2a
Za 2 colel om L3 T 5 Aiand) 218 A0S s ) o5 AR e ezl o3 gz Ll
lalaie | (358 Hhaiall yrie gamall a5 ¢ uliiall ol 3l 4 il 5 g8l ) jainl (o yrys bl )
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Llall de ganall (po IS 380 aae &l Can de e JSU (%27) Ay A0S cla )l e
A5 Wi (108) Lall de ganall 5

husie Om Gl ANy Jladl (A il opiied (t-test) S LYY Gald) aasiul S
1 pise Jiah 4 guonal) 4500 dadll G Jliels cubiial) 58 (e 38 IS Cilayn (B (e sandl)
Al Al < slad 3 ilian) 3 jree cilS ol il ppan of il @ yedal g 3 8l & el 5 4l
Sl Ju lae ¢(0.05) AV 5ty (214) 4oa da 3 2ie (1.96) 4adld) 4 saall dasll 4 suusall
LSy il Aol 8 dumdsiiall g dadi pall iy il (550 a8V Sl e ol jall 5,08
(5).5 (4) Olsad) B i e

(‘AJM\MJA’DJJM)UAMAS\UAM\M\UAMA"\J&ﬂ@).uul\ 3&3\(4)‘)3&
Luall A ganal) Lilal) de ganall
bl il Aty Jau giall bl il Ay Ja gial)
g,al.«.ual\ g..al.uni\
0.758 2.380 0.858 4.046
1.525 2.454 0.936 4.056
0.968 3.917 0.365 4.917
1.324 3.278 0.452 4.898
1.338 3.056 0.601 4.778
1.080 2.306 1.036 4.361
1.422 1.843 1.554 3.935
1.069 2.185 1.041 4.000
1.010 2.769 0.747 4.176
1.541 2.287 1.437 3.806
0.897 2.667 0.840 4.120
1.092 2.676 0.809 4.667
0.978 2.343 1.020 4.074
0.779 2.500 0.905 4.389
0.812 2.935 0.443 3.991
0.902 1.491 1.194 3.352
1.275 2.593 1.043 4.426
1.540 3.389 0.787 4.750
1.324 1.880 1.417 3.519
1.463 2.509 1. 016 4.426

Luﬂ\ 4_;:}4;.4]\ L) u}mn
@ obmall ol jaiV) | Sliadl o il | g bl ol 2 | Slead) Jas gl

1.062 2.259 1.035 3.648
0.958 2.185 0.678 3.731
1.341 3.343 0.327 4.880
1.487 2.935 0.682 4.759
0.863 2.056 1.044 4.296
1.060 1.870 1.104 4.343
0.880 2.454 0.835 3.778
1.097 3.046 0.687 4.435
1.006 2.185 0.664 3.630

O [0 [QA[N|n | |W [N |—
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el (Gaall 3
a3 (Exploratory Factor Analysis) 2LiSiny) laall Jalaill sl calil) aadial
e VIS bl 4 Sl Jal sal) apanty ol padl Jail ulial el ol e el
dpe ) AVl ¢ (Kaiser)odS elaa g dui )l alisSall glul e alaie YL @iy g o )il

Hair et al. (2019).43l) [l Ll lad g lld 5 didlda il (400) (e 458

Clay ciliad olelja) se A e Jlelall Jalaill aladin) cilal i) e sl 3 N
3 eeall ol s il b e il 5 o) YT CDlelaa 5 Ll ) iV g Ayl Cillass sidll
(0.185-) ks us ¢ iall (o A iy Libian) A sial) 250all an Cisla o) i) a8 O G
e @)l QLB e day Lae gaelaill i il 3 sal (0.235-)5 Aokl i il 3 gual
csalad) dlall o) ja Y Ul daeDle e 2l a¥) cdipadl o) i il uila 5 Alxic V)
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LulaY) ) wlly e (Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity) <ulisb Jlis) cilua a3 L
(7).

crabaal) A el A Gl iy Al culi L) dagd (7) B J g
dgilaaly) Ayall
0,001

2K i) i S
2989,477 A i )
0,001 3366,213 e Lal) i i
Ul il Aagll o) (7) Jsaadl B L) (Bartlett’s Test) <ulijh S gl e gl
Ay Llia T b 50 <l day g ol puiall (g 4g 68 Aahalii )l Alidle dsa g ) el Lae Lilas)
bl e labad) Jidadl) ks
i il 5 ) al (Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin) (0.964) S si- e 5 1S Jalae e iy LS
Lae ¢(0.50) @l Jssall (SaY) asll (3585 a0 5 (gaclialll gt jill 3 ) gual (0.974) 5 (Aol
(ALY Lelal) Qs o) jaY bl desdle s Al ana S e Jy
uﬁ)u&\ ds.\.d\ U.ALISASLAALRJ\ ;LL\S\ C\J;.\.u\ cLAA\Jd\ M\L}w ;\A.um\wds;.ﬂ\ .J:u}
Jiaill il Caam ol 5 geal s dlla g il (400) Al Gl il die e el
m)hd.obd\ }jme.\qs} UJJJ‘MS‘MEQ’JL}&MLAAM\ ;Luj\d.\m_‘\;\}dal.c \J;_\.m\
A a5 Aalalal) Clanliill = guim g 3 328 iags (Kaiser) oS sl (35 (Varlmax) oSl o
0 (8.171) Jalall (pal&U j3al aly 3 ¢y saaall ST Alalal) Al 8 Tl ilial) <yl
Sosea b (8.848) &l i A U Gl G (%40.856) A | pmiba SN a5 i 5 ) gam
(8).J 52! (b g 5a LS ¢ IS (il (n (%44.238) s T pmsh (g3 Locl) i il
(ol (B jaal) JRE (el dilud) Jaladl ol dad) ((8) Jgaa
33y s

oallall i (g

Jalad) ad

400 . ) (A A
(2 el Jaiil)

g.AL'uw.AS\

Gl ) Hlema dldic) a3 3y sail) J8 el Jalaill il ae Lildad peilisl) < yelal S8
3 G caladl AV e WSal (Guttman Lower Bound) oleis ¢las (38 5(Eigenvalue)
Zenaall sl gl e s s st alSI a3 Tilias) Y1 Jaladl

Ol Claads (and &3 o alall Jidadll DA e @l el Lals ) O llas C\Jm\ Az
Al Jalall Caends 28 L_a\)ssl\ u\ (9) Jsaall ‘53 33l 6l C._Lu]\ Gy Eus cibadl Jaladls
O iy A gl aiil) e o ‘_A“— uab A (Guilford) 2siba Jbae e aldie Wb Al sia
osiall Lelad) Uil Jiias 8 ol 3l aaes daadla 2S5 Lae ¢ leld (0.30) 055

(aliaal) (& jral) JAIY (el ileal) Jalally il 8RN add (9) Jgo>

gaelall) i i) 5 ) gua (AR i AN B g

Component a2, | Component a2, Il Component a2, | Component a8,
) _jadl ) _jadl ) _jadl ) _jadl
1 1 1 1
0.756 11 0.656 1 0.716 11 0.728 1
0.769 12 0.721 2 0.661 12 0.601 2
0.604 13 0.681 3 0.675 13 0.699 3
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0.519 14 0.620 4 0.717 14 0.646 4
0.745 15 0.712 5 0.764 15 0.657 5

| 0.513 16 0.681 6 0.645 16 0.656 6 |
0.652 17 0.728 7 0.586 17 0.527 7

| 0574 18 0.687 8 | o0.49 18 0.688 8 |
0.709 19 0.708 9 0.507 19 0.691 9
0.707 20 0.452 10 0.566 20 0.450 10

A Jaladly Cilradi a3 ulial) G aes O pualy oDle] Jaad) i ) g e s
slall Jiia d gindla o Jy Las ¢ (Guilford)asilas s 5 (0.30) 0 el 4] e
BN a8 e a8 ol alaiad oy Al il g uliall Jalal)
bl @l
DhiaYl sale) Laa ¢y yha aladiuly 4 ) seal g calinll G el Jasill Gulie Gl (e Gia)) o
i) i) e @llh gl s S Wl Jalaa g
(Test—Retest) S8y sale) — Loy 48y .Y 4f
(40) 0o S A il de o (aiall Gkt el iy phll sdey LAl a8 i
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(0.88) 5 el s il 55 5ed (0.90) Lt Y1 Jalaa &y 3 ¢ 5 JY) Gl s 53
alza 223 3 ¢l e RN (e e (5 sie ) aail) 028 55 saclalll casi il 5 ) gual
Al 5 &y g il il ol A JliaY) il e Taa 1850 5S6 (0.70) & o) ks Y
‘ / (Cronbach’s Alpha)#\s s S Wi 48, Ja ;Lal
Al Al Aial) iy e Talaie) #lis S W Aitas aladiuly U Jelas 7 jaial
i il 3 eal (0.84) 5 ¢ A0 a5 gl (0.87) W dalaa s Cus 3 el (400)
oliall e slaie W) A0Sa) ) jay Laa ¢ 300 BLaSY) (e des (6 siane ) 5 a8 8 5 csae Ll
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sAilany) Jilu gl
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- Oiliine (el SUD HLaaY) -
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Bl ;Y1 Jalae A3V 2050 laay) -
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slgidBlia g LA jadl g ilidl) (2 2
Alady Gaall e @y o el diasill o3 Al Gl Gl e e Jall 1 (8 Galill (i e
i WS
Jatl il A jie Sl Gailadl) e Lain¥) il s i il e el i) i
Ao lail) (ol al) 4, et W 5 alipal) 3 el
Y1 Sl il e il Gaalil A8 Cangll 138 dagii Lo i il
4_1)_“;;..45\&_1\)455\ )AL&A‘HMLAA\A_‘YJu\JdJJJAA}JY)) L,—‘JY\M—MJSS‘
oA A (§aaily .‘;_ALQ..‘\_“ ‘HJMM Janill palaadl (geloas ’L;JJ\_u) et wy) M c;—’,)}—“‘j
el WL At WY g 25 5 (e 83 JSTA Jnaill 55 8l o & 0 5y i

) A 8 Aali (10) Joa
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